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12Mar. TN eases past Maharashtra to lift C.K. Nayudu Trophy 

                              C.K.                  

 Tamil Nadu clinched its maiden Col. C.K. Nayudu Trophy title, chasing down 66 to beat 
Maharashtra by seven wickets on the third day of the final at the NPR College Cricket 
Ground here on Wednesday. 

                  C.K.                                    ,                NPR       

                    गए                    66                                           

     । 

 In doing so, it completed a double, having already lifted the BCCI men‘s U-23 State-A (One-
Day) Trophy this season. 

 इ             उ    इ                       BCCI      U-23    -A (  -  )                  

         । 

 Earlier, Kiran Karthikeyan‘s influence continued after his innings. 

 इ                                उ                           । 

 Having been the last man out for 86 (207b, 9x4) in Tamil Nadu‘s 334, which secured a 
first-innings lead of 96, he ran out opener Vicky Ostwal at the striker‘s end with a sharp 
piece of fielding from backward square leg on the second ball of Maharashtra‘s second 
innings (161). 
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             334       86 (207    , 9     )                             आउट           

उ                   96               ई औ                               (161)                 

                                       ए ओ         ओ                         

           । 

 Left-arm spinners Sachin Rathi and P. Vignesh took three wickets each. 

                            औ    .             -            ए। 

 Sachin (three for 57) had skipper Sachin Dhas (25) miscue to mid-off, Arshin Kulkarni 
(44) top-edge a slog sweep to wide mid-on, and Kiran Chormale (4) edge to slip. 

      (57                  )              ध  (25)       -ऑ              ,       

       (44)                              -ऑ               औ               (4)    

                । 

 Vignesh had Digvijay Patil (6) and Ajay Borude (8) caught behind, while Vaibhav 
Darkunde (7) holed out to deep square leg. 

                       (6) औ            (8)                               ,           

         (7)                     आउट  ए। 

 Off-spinner Mohamed Ali (two for 18) trapped Harsh U. Mogaveera (3) leg before and 
had Sahil Autade (1) caught off his own bowling. 

 ऑ                 (18                 )          .            (3)        W      औ  

      औ     (1)                            । 

 Fellow off-spinner Manav Parakh had top-scorer Niraj Joshi (55, 129b, 3x4, 1x6) caught 
at silly point. 

      ऑ                                      (55, 129    , 3     , 1    )         

                  । 

 Defiance came through a 78-run fourth-wicket stand between opener Niraj and Arshin. 

      ध ओ         औ                                 78                               

आ  । 

 
 
 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED   12  March  2026 

12Mar Treasure evaluation panel estimates gold found in Gadag to be over 500 years 
old 

                             :                  500          ध         

12Mar The National Book Trust‘s India@75 series brings forgotten figures into the 
limelight 

                  India@75            -                                    
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12Mar.  Treasure evaluation panel estimates gold found in Gadag to be over 
500 years old 

                             :                  500          ध         

 Treasure found in Lakkundi of Gadag district in Karnataka, which comprised mainly gold 
ornaments is estimated to be at least 500-600 years old. 

                                           ,                                       ,    

                         500-600              । 

 Members of the Treasure Evaluation Committee led by archaeologist H.S. Krishna Murthy 
verified and evaluated them on Tuesday, before coming out with their assessment on the age 
of the ornaments. 

              .  .                                                           ग        इ    

     औ              , इ                          आ             । 

 ―After verification of the size and design of the 466 grams of gold ornaments found in 
Lakkundi, it is estimated that they may be of the age of Vijayanagar empire. 

 ―                466                             औ                                ग    

ग                                              । 

 The common public did not use ornaments having faces of lion and keertimukh (face of 
glory). 

                 औ           (           )      आ          उ   ग             । 

 They appear to be ornaments made for oering to a female deity,‖ Mr. Krishna Murthy told 
presspersons. 

                                              ए    ए गए आ                 ,‖                  

              । 

 ―In the golden ornaments we have found pearls, emerald and blue sapphire. 

 ―इ                             ,     औ                   । 

 According to the rate of gold, the value of the ornaments will be ₹80 lakh. 

                        इ  आ              ₹80       ग । 
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 However, since they are ancient, the value will be 10 times more,‖ he said. 

        ,                  , इ   ए उ        10        ध    ग ,‖ उ         । 

 After gold ornaments weighing around a half a kilogram were found in a container during 
excavation for renovation of a house belong to the Ritti family in Lakkundi village of 
Gadag taluk on January 10, the State government constituted the •ve-member 
committee led by Mr. Krishna Murthy to evaluate the age of the treasure. 

 10                                                     घ                   ए     ई    

       ग ग  ध                        ए                                              

                                   ग                                               । 

 The treasure, kept in a copper container (charige/tambige), was found at a depth of •ve 
feet when workers were excavating for laying the foundation of the house being built by the 
Ritti family. 

         ,                    (     /      )          ,                                         

               ए        घ               ए     ई          । 

 Prajwal Ritti was the first to notice the container with about half-a-kilogram of gold 
ornaments. 

                        ग ग  ध                                             । 

 He and his family then handed it over to the local administration. 

 इ        उ      औ  उ              इ                           । 

 

12Mar. The National Book Trust‘s India@75 series brings forgotten figures into 
the limelight 

                  India@75            -                                    
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 From woman scientist Anna Mani to unsung freedom fighters, the 
books are works of scholarship and storytelling intended to 
inspire the younger generation and reflect on momentous 
journeys 

               Anna Mani                                   ,    

        ध औ                       ,       उ                       

     औ              ओ                   

 One of the walls of the Kerala State Science and Technology Museum Innovation Hub in 
Thiruvananthapuram displays photographs of famous scientists. 

                                                                  ए                

                            । 

 These include Charles Darwin, Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein, C.V. Raman, S. 
Chandrasekhar, Homi Bhabha, and Stephen Hawking. 

इ               ,           ,            ,   .  .    ,   .        ,           औ  

                    । 

 In this long wall of honour meant to inspire children, Marie Curie is the only woman 
scientist represented. 

                        ए    ई गई इ                                                   । 

 The Matilda Effect, which refers to the systematic undervaluation of women‘s 
contributions in science, is well known. 

          ,                  ओ                                             , ए       

          । 

 About a decade ago, neuroscientist and writer Asha Gopinathan coordinated Cafe 
Scientifique, a series of science workshops in the same city. 

 ग ग ए                       औ                         उ                         

                                   आ         । 

 During one workshop, the young audience fell silent when asked to name a woman 
scientist. 

ए                           ओ                                                      । 

 Finally, a single voice mentioned Marie Curie. 

      ए  आ                            । 

 This moment inspired Gopinathan to study the lives of two pioneering scientists from 
Kerala — Janaki Ammal and Anna Mani. 

इ  घट      ग                                     —           औ                     

               ए           । 

Two Women Scientists from Kerala 

                         

 Janaki Ammal was a botanist who pioneered plant breeding. 

          ए                              ध                       । 

 Anna Mani was a physicist who helped make India self-reliant in meteorology, solar 
radiation and wind energy. 

        ए                                             ,            औ              

                            । 

 People had not forgotten them entirely; they simply did not know about them. 

  ग उ                        ;                                     । 

 Gopinathan‘s work aimed to document the struggles and achievements of overlooked 
women scientists. 

ग                       औ                              घ   औ              

                  । 

A Book on Anna Mani 
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 Her first book titled ―Anna Mani: The Uncut Diamond‖ was released at the New Delhi Book 
Fair earlier this year. 

उ              ―       :              ‖ इ                                   गई। 

 The book marks a turning point in public perception about women in science. 

                      ओ                                                             । 

 It highlights the genius, dedication, and perseverance of Anna Mani. 

                        ,       औ          उ  ग         । 

 Anna Mani is described as the ―weather woman of India‖. 

           ―                 ‖            । 

 She designed and standardised more than 100 weather instruments. 

उ      100      ध                              औ               । 

 The book is aimed at young adults. 

                                             । 

 It helps readers understand and respect Anna Mani‘s achievements within the context of 
her family background and historical period. 

                                    औ                                           

      औ                          । 

 The book was published by the National Book Trust (NBT) under its India@75 series. 

                      (NBT)      India@75              ग             गई। 

 It reminds readers that behind every achievement is an individual who struggles, dreams 
big and overcomes adversity. 

                                 उ                                     घ          ,     

              औ                          । 

 Despite such achievements, these individuals often disappear from public memory. 

इ    उ                        ग                                     । 

An ―Act of Recovery‖ 

―                ‖ 

 Gopinathan calls her book ―an act of recovery‖. 

ग                     ―                ‖        । 

 The book highlights Anna Mani‘s contributions to weather measurement, atmospheric 
ozone studies, renewable energy and spectroscopy. 

                 ,            ओ        ,               औ                   

                 उ  ग         । 

 Anna Mani once described herself as ―the right person in the wrong place‖. 

                  ―                  ‖       । 

 These words reflect the gender bias and barriers faced by women scientists of her time. 

      उ                                                   औ    ध ओ              । 

 The author questions why scientists like Anna Mani do not appear in school textbooks or 
museums alongside famous male scientists. 

             उ                                                                      

                                         । 

 This silence highlights the importance of documenting their contributions. 

                                                    । 

 Both Asha Gopinathan and the National Book Trust deserve appreciation for preserving 
the legacy of an iconic scientist. 

             औ                                                                  

  ए                 । 

 The extensive archival research and documentation undertaken for the book is evident 
throughout its pages. 

इ            ए गए                 ध औ                                   ई        । 

From the Pages of History 
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 Biographies help to understand the nuanced history of different eras and the socio-
economic and cultural contexts during specific periods in history. 

                                        इ                               -      औ  

                                      । 

 On the occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav in 2023, the National Book Trust (NBT) 
launched its India@75 series. 

2023                                                 (NBT)    India@75            

  । 

 The series is categorised into four sections: people, places, events, and themes. 

इ                      —    ,    , घ      औ           ग          ग     । 

 Under the People series, the organisation has published 60 titles so far. 

People              ग         60                            । 

 These are divided into people-achievers and books on well-known and lesser-known 
freedom fighters from history. 

इ                    औ  इ                                             आ      

                       ग     । 

 Examples of people-achievers include Anna Mani, hockey player Dhyan Chand, liberal 
thinker and diplomat Minoo Masani, journalist Motilal Ghose, and Karnataka‘s folk 
heroine Rani Chennamma. 

                    उ                  ,                   ,                औ  

                  ,               घ   औ                                          । 

 Motilal Ghose advocated for the rights of Indian farmers. 

        घ                          ध                 । 

 The series is innovatively introduced as a ―Book Box‖ with standardised format, cover 
design, and layout. 

इ            ―       ‖                  ग              ग     ,                    ,     

       औ               ग     । 

 The NBT plans to publish biographies of 75 freedom fighters by the end of the year. 

NBT               75                                                          । 

 Other categories planned include books on major events of national significance. 

                                        घ   ओ     आ                    । 

 Examples include the 1971 war, the 1983 Cricket World Cup, and the White Revolution 
and Green Revolution in India. 

इ    1971       , 1983             ,                       औ                     । 

 The books are written by NBT‘s pool of authors, researchers, and scholars. 

इ            NBT          ,   ध    ओ  औ                            ग     । 

 They are published in English and 22 regional languages. 

                औ  22           ओ                      । 

 This makes the series a rich repository of knowledge and diverse cultural perspectives. 

इ                  औ      ध                                           । 

 Some interesting titles include The Saga of Kudopali: The Unsung Story of 1857. 

                    The Saga of Kudopali: The Unsung Story of 1857         । 

 Another title is Kargil Heroes: Ten Exclusive Inspiring Stories. 

ए           Kargil Heroes: Ten Exclusive Inspiring Stories   । 

 Another example is Unsung Anglo-Manipur War Heroes at Kalapani. 

ए     उ      Unsung Anglo-Manipur War Heroes at Kalapani   । 

 These books highlight the stories of ordinary men and women who helped build the fabric 
of Indian society. 

         उ    ध           औ       ओ                                                      

                     । 

 By highlighting their motivations, sacrifices, and contributions, the NBT brings them to 
centre stage. 

उ         ओ ,     औ            उ  ग       NBT                   । 

 The objective is to reflect on the journeys of pre- and post-independent India. 

इ    उ                   औ                     ओ                  । 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e9
 

 The books combine scholarship and storytelling to inspire the younger generation. 

               औ       -                                        । 

 They are also being published at a time when the NCERT syllabus in school textbooks is 
being altered, leading to controversies. 

                                               NCERT                                

      ,                      । 

 The series tells the stories of India‘s soldiers, poets, activists, freedom fighters, and 
other notable personalities. 

                         ,       ,         ओ ,                  औ                    

                        । 

 It also highlights the making of cities and movements that shaped modern India. 

            औ                                                  ध                  

    । 

 These efforts by NBT appear to be a step in the right direction. 

NBT                                           । 

 Often, the most influential people are those who are less heard of. 

                                                                   । 

 Their lives offer true lessons in resilience and adaptability. 

उ         ध    औ                                    । 

 Reading about them shows that fame and impact are two different things. 

उ                        आ               औ             -           । 

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED   12  March  2026 

12Mar SC upholds ‗right to die‘ for man in vegetative state 

                                        ‗                       ध   ‘    

           

12Mar Judge distinguishes between active and passive euthanasia 

     ध           औ                                  

12Mar ‗Right to dignified death prevails over interest of the state‘ 

 ‗                  ध                        ‘ 
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12Mar. SC upholds ‗right to die‘ for man in vegetative state 

                                        ‗                       ध   ‘           

    

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld the right to die with dignity of 32-year-old 
Harish Rana, who has been in a persistent vegetative state for nearly 13 years, by allowing 
the withdrawal of clinically assisted nutrition and hydration (CANH). 

                         32                                          ध                 ,    

 ग ग 13                                 , औ                                      

(CANH)     ट                । 

 A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and K.V. Viswanathan delivered the judgment. 

            .  .          औ    .  .                                । 

 Mr. Rana had sustained severe head injuries and 100% quadriplegic disability after 
sustaining a fall from the fourth floor of his paying guest accommodation in 2013. 

 2013                                          ग                                        औ  

100%                         गई   । 

 ―To Harish‘s family, we want to acknowledge the deep emotional weight this decision 
carries. 

 ―                                               इ                              । 

 This decision can feel like an act of surrender, but we believe it is, in truth, an act of 
profound compassion and courage. 

                         ग        ,                                              औ  

               । 

 You are not giving up on your son. 

 आ         ट                    । 

 You are allowing him to leave with dignity. 

 आ  उ                                        । 

 It reflects the depth of your selfless love and devotion towards him,‖ Justice Pardiwala 
read from his 286-page opinion. 

    आ               औ           ग   ई             ,‖                           286          

               ए    । 

 This was the first time the Supreme Court had implemented its own 2018 Constitution 
Bench guidelines for what it had then called ‗passive euthanasia‘. 

                                 2018        ध                           ग      ,         

‗              (Passive Euthanasia)‘     ग     । 

 Justice Viswanathan joined his lead colleague on the Bench in a separate and concurrent 
opinion he said. 

                                                                                   

           । 

 The court directed AIIMS Delhi to shift Mr. Rana from his residence to their palliative care 
centre. 

                                                 उ    घ                                

             । 

 The process of withdrawal of CANH must be part of a well-structured, tailored, robust and 
articulated palliative care plan for a PVS patient. 

 CANH  ट             PVS           ए        ,         ,       औ                   

                       ए। 

 Firmly appending the withdrawal of life support to palliative care, the court said the patient 
must be looked after in a sensitive manner with concerns for his or her dignity given 
foremost importance. 

                     ट                               ए                                

                               ए औ  उ                                    ए। 

 that the family had left no stone unturned to care for their son and brother. 

                                     औ                     ए   ई              । 
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 ―It is only when the matter reached a point of no return, that to relieve Harish from what he 
is undergoing, they have resorted to this legal course of action, " he said. 

 ―        आ                                     ग   औ          उ                         

  ए उ      इ                           ,‖ उ         । 

 The court directed AIIMS Delhi to shift Mr. Rana from his residence to their palliative care 
centre. 

                                                 उ    घ                                

             । 

 The process of withdrawal of CANH must be part of a well-structured, tailored, robust and 
articulated palliative care plan for a PVS patient. 

 CANH  ट             PVS           ए        ,         ,       औ                   

                       ए। 

 Firmly appending the withdrawal of life support to palliative care, the court said the patient 
must be looked after in a sensitive manner with concerns for his or her dignity given 
foremost importance. 

                     ट                               ए                                

                               ए औ  उ                                    ए। 
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12Mar. Judge distinguishes between active and passive euthanasia 

     ध           औ                                  

 The distinction between ―active‖ and ―passive‖ euthanasia goes beyond the simplistic 
binary of ―act‖ versus ―omission‖, Supreme Court judge Justice J.B. Pardiwala said on 
Wednesday. 

 ―    ‖ औ  ―     ‖                             ―   ‖ औ  ―   ‖               

        आग         ,                       ध              .  .                          । 

 ―The true distinction between active and passive euthanasia lies not merely in the nature of 
the conduct, i.e., acts or omissions, but also in the source of the harm that leads to death,‖ 
Justice Pardiwala said in a judgment. 

 ―     औ                                                      ,                  ,    

            उ                                              ,‖                                 

      । 

 The judge characterised active euthanasia as causing death by introducing a new, external 
agency of harm, such as a lethal injection. 

                                                            ए                    ,      

घ          ,         उ             । 

 ―In such cases, death is not the result of the patient‘s underlying illness, but of an 
intervention that sets a new chain of events in motion. 

 ―                                                         ,     ए                             

घट         ई                      । 

 It is for this reason that active euthanasia is understood as an intervention that disrupts the 
natural path towards death,‖ Justice Pardiwala observed in the judgment. 

 इ                                                                                 

       ,‖                                       । 

Underlying condition 

          

 Conversely, he explained that passive euthanasia should be understood as allowing death 
to occur. 

 इ           उ                                                                         ए। 

 By withdrawing or withholding life support, the physician is not creating a new risk of 
death. 

                     ट                              ई                            

    । 

 Rather, the doctors are choosing to allow the underlying fatal condition to take its natural 
course by no longer continuing the medical interventions that were artificially prolonging 
life. 

          उ      घ            उ                  आग                            ,          

उ                                                                      । 

 ―The undeniable fact is that the patient‘s affliction, i.e., the underlying medical condition, 
is not caused by any act or omission of the doctor. 

 ―                                ,        उ                     ,                 

               उ            । 

 Rather, the underlying condition is due to factors independent of the doctor or their 
actions,‖ Justice Pardiwala said. 

                 उ            उ                                               ,‖          

               । 

 However, withdrawing treatment should not violate the duty of care a doctor owes a patient 
in all circumstances. 

                   ट    उ                    उ  घ                ए                    

                        । 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
3

 

 ―The surrendering of any medical effort must not be at loggerheads with the duty of care 
which joins all medical action,‖ Justice Pardiwala emphasised. 

 ―                               उ                                           ए        

                 आ      ,‖                                  । 

 The judgment said active euthanasia involved a ―positive, overt act‖ designed to curtail 
the natural lifespan and extinguish life. 

              ग                      ए  ―        औ          ‖                     

उ                               औ                        । 

 

12Mar.‗Right to dignified death prevails 
over interest of the state‘ 

 ‗                  ध                  

      ‘ 

 The Supreme Court held on Wednesday that 
the state‘s absolute interest to preserve life must 
become subservient to a patient‘s right to dignity at 
a tipping point when medical interventions become 
increasingly futile and invasive while the chances of 
recovery keep dropping. 

                                                    

                      उ                       

  ध                        ए,                   

 ग          औ               ए  औ             

         ग               ए। 

 ―When the degree of bodily invasion 
progressively increases, and the prognosis for 
recovery progressively decreases, there arises a 
certain point when the state‘s absolute interest in 
preserving life must become subservient to the 
dignity of the individual, though he is unconscious 
or incompetent,‖ Justice J.B. Pardiwala said in a 
judgment upholding the withdrawal of life support 
to a 32-year-old man in a persistent vegetative 
state for over 12 years. 

 ―                           ग             औ  

                    ग     घट     ,    ए            

आ                                                 

                             ए,                   

      ,‖            .  .             उ               

      12          ध                             

       32                                     

           ग  । 

 The court said that the interest of the state must not be allowed to overpower the dignity 
which must be equally assured to individuals in the process of life and death. 

                                                                   ,           औ          

                                                    ए। 

 ―Dignity is the most sacred possession of a human being. 

 ―                                     । 

 Its possession can neither be said to lose its sanctity in the process of death nor when death 
occurs,‖ Justice Pardiwala observed. 

 इ    उ                                                               ,‖                   

      । 
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 Temporarily keeping alive a terminally ill patient who was brain dead or in PVS, solely 
because doctors are able to leverage the technological advancements in medicine, and 
compelling such patients to endure a slow, agonising death, cannot fully be compatible with 
the Constitutional ideal of dignity, Justice Pardiwala said. 

      इ   ए                                  उ   ग           ,             PVS    

                                                 औ  उ   ध                            

  ए                ध                                     ग              ,          

               । 

 

GS Paper II: Governance,   

TOPICS COVERED   12  March  2026 

12Mar Reforming choice-based education 

    - ध               ध   
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12Mar. Reforming choice-based education 

    - ध               ध   

 ‗Choice‘ and ‗flexibility‘ have become the new buzzwords in educational reforms and 
policy documents. 

‗    ‘ औ  ‗       ‘            ध     औ                                 गए   । 

 Across the country, educators are focusing more than ever before on catering to the 
individual needs and aspirations of students. 

                        ध                       ओ  औ        ओ               

         । 

 The traditional one-size-fits-all model is giving way to an approach that values the diversity 
of student aptitudes and interests. 

                                                                                    

    ओ  औ                       । 

 The new paradigm encourages multiple pathways, allowing students to pursue 
combinations of courses and careers aligned with their passions. 

                                              ,                       औ      ओ  

               औ                   । 

 A science major can now minor in music, symbolising a shift from teacher-centric to 
learner-centric education. 

                                                        ,        -              

      -              ओ                      । 

 The focus has expanded beyond disciplinary boundaries, embracing multi-disciplinary 
and transdisciplinary approaches. 

                ओ                -      औ                                  । 

 The rationale is that learning confined to a single discipline isolates students, whereas 
cross-disciplinary study offers a broader perspective of the world. 

इ                                                      -              ,          -

                                          । 

 However, when such ideals are imposed on a rigid academic framework, the choice offered 
becomes Hobson‘s choice — choice in name only. 

             आ                           ग    ए        ,                               

—                      । 

 Teacher workload, traditional pedagogy, poor student-teacher ratios, and outdated 
evaluation systems reduce flexibility to a paper promise. 

             ध         ,                   ,         -            औ         

                                                    । 

The Illusion of Choice 

           

 The Choice-Based Credit and Semester System (CBCSS) introduced in Kerala in 2009 
was considered a landmark reform. 

2009                          - ध           औ                                

  ध        ग  । 

 Its aim was to offer students greater academic freedom. 

इ    उ               ध                            । 

 In theory, credits were supposed to reflect weekly teaching hours. 

                                     घ                 । 

 In practice, the system allowed anomalies such as a four-credit course running five hours 
a week and a two-credit course requiring four hours. 

         इ                         ,                                      घ         औ     

                   घ        । 

 Such inconsistencies were ignored to maintain the illusion of freedom. 

                                                          । 
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 Beyond compulsory core courses, students were offered only a limited set of electives, 
often selected by departments themselves. 

                                                                ए गए,          

                  । 

 The much-advertised ―open course‖ in the fifth semester was the only semblance of 
choice. 

                        ―ओ       ‖                              । 

 Thus, despite the rhetoric of flexibility, genuine academic freedom remained distant. 

इ                                                                 । 

Four-Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP) 

                     

 The rhetoric of flexibility reappeared with the launch of the Four-Year Undergraduate 
Programme in Kerala in 2024. 

                              आ      2024                                          

   । 

 This reform was implemented as mandated by the National Education Policy, 2020. 

                          2020                  ग       ग  । 

 The new structure allowed students to switch majors and minors, theoretically increasing 
student autonomy. 

 ई                      औ                               ,                          

           । 

 However, unlike earlier curriculum reforms, this reform required deep structural changes. 

                                      इ             ए                       आ      । 

 The traditional model of teachers delivering lectures in fixed classrooms was replaced by 
students moving across departments to find courses and teachers. 

                                  ओ             ,                      गई       

                                औ               । 

 It goes without saying that structural changes pose major challenges. 

                                                         । 

 A case in point was a clause in the university regulations of Kerala prohibiting students 
from choosing minors from allied disciplines. 

इ    उ                                  ए                                ध            

                       । 

 While it was intended to promote interdisciplinary learning, it inadvertently hindered 
specialisation. 

        इ    उ        -                           ,       इ                  ध      

  । 

 Disciplines such as Commerce and Functional English that earlier allowed aligned minors 
found this rule counterproductive. 

      औ                       ,                     इ                          , इ       

                  ग । 

 It became a restriction disguised as choice. 

                              ध    ग  । 

Need for Systemic Changes 

                            

 For any reform to succeed, systemic changes are essential. 

                            ए                        । 

 During the author‘s tenure as Chairperson of the Board of Studies in English at the 
University of Calicut in 2017, two key innovations were introduced. 

2017                                                                            

                              ए गए। 
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 The first was a skill-oriented question paper for the course on Communication Skills. 

                                           - ध            । 

 The earlier format with essay questions on theories and models failed to test actual 
communication ability. 

                            औ                ध  ध               ,                      

                     । 

 It was replaced by an activity-based question paper designed to assess real skills. 

इ         ध- ध                      ग                                 । 

 However, the change faced bureaucratic hurdles, as permission for an additional answer 
booklet was denied on confidentiality grounds. 

      इ                        ध ओ                                               

                    ध                     । 

 This forced evaluators to continuously flip between question papers and answer sheets. 

इ                         औ            ओ                   -            । 

 The new question paper had more than twice the number of questions compared to the 
earlier one. 

 ए                                       ध       । 

 The second innovation was a course titled ‗Introducing Literature‘. 

             ‗                   ‘              । 

 It was a hands-on and concept-driven course designed to teach how to read literature 
rather than what to read. 

            औ    ध    - ध                    उ                             

                         । 

 Instead of memorising texts, students were taught literary concepts and asked to interpret 
unseen passages. 

                                             ध           ई गई  औ  उ                   

                 ग  । 

 Students analysed these passages from linguistic, aesthetic and political perspectives. 

    इ                       ,           औ                            । 

 Ironically, the reform faced greater resistance from teachers than students. 

                  इ                                         ध      ध     । 

 The reform required a shift from conventional teaching methods to concept-based 
teaching. 

इ             ए                         ध    - ध             ओ          आ    

  । 

 This experience showed that teacher preparedness and training should precede reforms. 

इ                  आ      ध                                      औ               । 

Facing Ground Realities 

              ओ           

 Today, the Four-Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP) aims to make undergraduate 
education skill-based, research-oriented and autonomous. 

आ                          उ                     - ध    ,   ध-     औ       

        । 

 Teachers have been given 10% autonomy in framing syllabi. 

                               10%           गई   । 

 This allows teachers to include innovative ideas in course design. 

इ                                             । 

 However, at the ground level, classrooms and teaching methodologies remain largely 
unchanged. 

                        औ                                       । 

 The success of reforms depends on adequate teacher training, smaller class sizes and 
integration of research into teaching workloads. 
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                                 ,               औ                    ध    

                        । 

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED   12  March  2026 

12Mar Global energy concerns mount as Iran hits ships 

                                                    
 

 
 

12Mar. Global energy concerns mount as Iran hits ships 

                                                    

 Global energy concerns mount as Iran hits ships. 

                                                  गई   । 

 Three crew members missing from an India-bound Thai cargo ship struck in the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

     ऑ                           ए                                                 

        । 

 New Delhi deplores attacks on ships; Iran warns of targeting financial institutions in West 
Asia. 

                                      ;                                                     

             । 

 International Energy Agency members to unlock 400 million barrels of oil from their 
reserves. 

                                           400                         ग । 

 Iran attacked commercial ships across the Persian Gulf and targeted Dubai International 
Airport in the UAE on Wednesday, escalating a campaign of squeezing the oil-rich region 
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as global energy concerns mounted and American and Israeli airstrikes pounded the 
Islamic Republic. 

                                                              औ                          

                        ,          -                                        ग  ,      

                        औ                                                           । 

 Authorities were searching for three crew members from India-bound Thai cargo ship 
Mayuree Naree, which was set ablaze off the Oman coast in the Strait of Hormuz after a 
projectile strike. 

                                        Mayuree Naree                                 

      ,           ऑ            ओ                                   आग  ग     गई। 

 The Omani Navy rescued 20 from the vessel, according to Thailand‘s Marine Department. 

                               ओ                       20   ग           । 

 Taking note of the attack on the ship which was on its way to Kandla in Gujarat, the 
External Affairs Ministry said it ―deplores the fact that commercial shipping is being made 
a target of military attacks‖. 

                                                    ए                           इ        

                                                                 । 

 ―Precious lives, including of Indian citizens, have already been lost in multiple such attacks 
in the earlier phase of this conflict and the intensity and lethality of the attacks only seems to 
be increasing‖, the Ministry said in a statement, adding that targeting commercial shipping 
and endangering innocent civilian crew members must be avoided. 

          ए                 इ    घ                       ई                               

                      औ                   घ                     ,                       

                       औ                                        ट             ए। 

Four injured 

    घ    

 Four people were wounded in Dubai when two Iranian drones hit near the airport, but 
flights continued, the Dubai Media Office said. 

                                       ग             ग घ     ए,                      ,          

                     । 

 The U.K. Maritime Trade Operations centre, run by the British military, reported an attack 
on a container ship off the UAE, saying the ―extent of the damage is currently unknown but 
under investigation by the crew.‖ 

                          .  .               ऑ                          ए                 

                 औ         ―                                                            

      ।‖ 

 Separately, Kuwait said its defences downed eight drones and Saudi Arabia said it 
intercepted five heading toward its Shaybah oil field. 

  ग                    उ                    आ        ग  ए औ                     उ    

                                                     । 

 Iran‘s joint military command said it would target financial institutions in West Asia after 
the state-run IRNA news agency reported that the state-owned Bank Sepah in Tehran, 
sanctioned by the U.S. over funding armed forces, came under attack early on Wednesday, 
killing staffers. 

                                                                             एग ,    

       IRNA                                        -                    ,        

                                   आ               ग      ,                      आ       

             गए। 

 That would put at risk particularly Dubai which is home to many international financial 
institutions, as well as Saudi Arabia and the island kingdom of Bahrain. 

इ                    ,       ई                              ,                 औ        

                      आ   ए ग । 
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 The ship attacks follow intense American airstrikes targeting Iranian Navy assets and the 
port city of Bandar Abbas on Tuesday. 

               ग                                 औ                                  

        ए गए                                ए। 

 Oil prices remained well below Monday‘s peaks but the price of Brent crude, the 
international standard, was still up some 20% on Wednesday from when the war began, 
and consumers around the world were already feeling the consequences. 

                       उ                   ,              ,                      , उ    

                                       ग ग 20%         औ               उ      इ    

                    । 

 In an attempt to manage price jumps, the International Energy Agency said its member 
countries would unlock 400 million barrels of oil from their reserves, the biggest such 
release ever. 

                                                                          उ            

              400                         ग ,                              ग । 

Ripple effect 

              

 Iran has effectively stopped cargo traffic in the narrow strait through which about a fifth of 
all oil is shipped. 

                    उ                                           ,                      

    ग ग                              । 

 It has also targeted oil fields and refineries in Gulf Arab nations, aiming at generating 
enough global economic pain to pressure the U.S. and Israel to end their strikes. 

इ                                औ                                   ,                  

                           औ                                 ए                  । 

 Witnesses reported continuous airstrikes hitting Tehran after Israel said it had renewed its 
attacks. 

                                                           घ                       ग     

                   । 

 Explosions were also heard in Beirut and in southern Lebanon after Israel said it was hitting 
targets connected to Iran-backed Hezbollah militants. 

                                                                                           

औ                         ट      गए। 

 The attacks in Lebanon set a building ablaze in central Beirut‘s Aicha Bakkar area, 
engulfing the top two floors. 

           ए                                  ए  इ        आग  ग गई,       उ    ऊ    

             गई । 

 Lebanon‘s Health Ministry said four people were wounded. 

                                     ग घ     ए। 

 Israel also warned of Iranian attacks, and sirens rang out in Tel Aviv and elsewhere, but 
there were no immediate reports of casualties. 

                                       औ                 ई                   ,             

                          । 

 Saudi Arabia said it had destroyed six ballistic missiles launched toward Prince Sultan Air 
Base, a major U.S.- and Saudi-operated facility, and intercepted two drones over the 
eastern city of Hafar al-Batin. 

                   उ                      ,    ए              -                   

    ध    ,         ग  गई                                   औ        -             

ऊ                      । 

 The U.S. military said on Tuesday it had destroyed 16 Iranian minelayers near the Strait of 
Hormuz, though U.S. President Donald Trump said in social media posts that there were no 
reports yet of Iran mining the passage. 

                  ग               उ         ऑ                16                        
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     ए,                                                                                  

                            ई     ट         । 

 If the strait is mined, it could take at least weeks to clean it up once the conflict is over. 

                                           ,      घ                       इ               

                  ग        । 

 
 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED   12  March  2026 

12Mar New EPS rules leave out clause on higher pension 

   EPS                           ध     ध                

12Mar Policy missteps 

            

12Mar Holding up half the sky on India‘s farms 

                  ध                     

12Mar How the war in West Asia exposes India‘s LPG dependence 

                               LPG                          

12Mar A revision of GDP and its implications 

GDP        ध  औ            

12Mar LPG output rises 25% since issue of supply maintenance orders 

                                    LPG       25%     

12Mar ‗Investment rule tweaks will benefit electronics, rare earths‘ 

 ‗                                   औ                           ‘ 

12Mar Why is India staring at the LPG deficit? 

      LPG                              ? 
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12Mar. New EPS rules leave out clause on higher pension 

    EPS                           ध     ध                

 EPFO Board describes as obsolete the clause that provided up to one year to employers 
and staff to exercise the higher pension option by making contributions above the wage 
cap of ₹15,000. 

 EPFO         उ                     (obsolete)         ,                औ                

₹15,000                     ग                                 ए                       

ग     । 

 The Employees‘ Pension Scheme (EPS), 2026, as approved recently by the Central Board 
of Trustees in the Employees‘ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), has left out the 
contentious clause in the EPS-1995 that had provided a limited bene•t to employees to 
exercise the option of pension on higher salary. 

                           ध       (EPFO)                                            
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      (EPS), 2026    EPS-1995    उ              ध       ट       ग     ,                  

                                     । 

 The new scheme had to be drafted in view of the Code on Social Security coming into force 
in November last year. 

                                  ग   ए                      (Code on Social Security)    

             ए               । 

 The clause in question — paragraph 11 (4) — was omitted because it was regarded as 
―obsolete‖, stated an oral document on the agenda for the Board‘s meeting on March 2. 

                —         11 (4) —    इ   ए  ट    ग         इ   ―        ‖      ग     , 

   2          ई                 ए                   ग  । 

 It was included at the time of amendments made to the EPS in August 2014, replacing a 
provision that had envisaged limitless options for employers and employees to seek 
pension on higher salary for the employees. 

               2014    EPS               ध                      ग     ,       उ         

                          औ                                                         

ग     । 

 The sub-para had provided a maximum of one year to the employers and employees to 
exercise the option to contribute from salary exceeding ₹15,000 per month, which was the 
pensionable salary cap. 

 इ    -                    औ                ₹15,000                           ग            

                   ए                             ,                         । 

SC order 

                    

 As several pensioners and contributing members of the EPS had complained that they 
could not exercise the option during 2014-15 due to the interpretation on cut-off date by the 
authorities, the Supreme Court, in its verdict in November 2022, permitted them to apply for 
higher PF pension. 

        ई             औ  EPS              ओ                        2014-15               

          -ऑ                               उ   ग            , इ   ए               

      2022                  उ      PF           ए आ                      । 

 Last December, the government informed the Lok Sabha that of the around 15.24 lakh 
applications of the employees and pensioners forwarded by employers to the PF body till 
January 31, 2025 (which was the last date for submission of applications), almost all the 
applications had been disposed of. 

                                             31       2025 (                     

             )                  PF              गए            औ         ग        ग ग 15.24 

                 ग ग           ट           ग     । 

 Against the net total of 3.93 lakh demand letters issued, nearly 2.33 lakh applicants had 
deposited the amount sought or gave consent. 

        ए गए 3.93                             ग ग 2.33                   ग  गई             

                 । 

 Approximately 1.24 lakh applicants had been issued pension payment orders. 

  ग ग 1.24                                        ए गए। 

 Originally, the EPFO was against the demand for pension on higher wages as it took the 
stand that the EPS-1995 was meant for economically weaker workers, who had 
proportionately contributed more than the high wage earners. 

           EPF                       ग                   उ                EPS-1995 

                              ए    ई गई   ,                                        

                      ग           । 

 The ―reverse subsidy‖ was an ―anomaly‖, which was corrected by the modifications in 
2014, the PF body had held, adding that there was a net actuarial de•cit in the 
Employees‘ Pension Fund. 
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 ―           ‖ ए  ―       ‖   ,      2014        ध                ग     ,     PF         

    औ                                                घ      । 

 Notwithstanding the absence of any provision in the EPS-2026 for pension on higher 
wages, the new Employees Provident Funds Scheme (also cleared by the Board) rules, 
through para 9 (iv), have retained the arrangement for any employee and his employer to 
make a joint request in writing for allowing the former to contribute from such wages 
exceeding wage ceiling. 

         EPS-2026                         ई               ,         ई                 ध 

      (                            )                 9 (iv)                            औ  उ    

                           ध                 ए        ,                                 

          ग          । 

 Such an employee shall be entitled to the benefits, the rules state. 

                              इ                   ग । 

 Also, paragraph 19 of the rules refer to ―additional voluntary contribution‖ by employees 
with employers being under no obligation to do so. 

       ,                   19                    ―                   ‖    उ      ,      

                                         ग । 
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12Mar. Policy missteps 

            

 India has allowed panic over fuel 
availability to spread 

           ध                 घ               

                

 The events unfolding in West Asia have 
shone a spotlight not only on India‘s energy 
security, but also on its policy preparedness and 
communication strategy in times of crisis. 

              घ ट         घट                       

                  ट        उ                  

औ                                      । 

 With India importing close to 90% of its oil 
needs, it is natural that any disruption to supply 
chains would hit it hard. 

                                90%      

       , इ   ए                           ध      

उ     ग                         । 

 The Strait of Hormuz is particularly vital in 
the supply chain. 

               इ                              

          । 

 To the government‘s credit, it has been 
gradually trying to reduce India‘s oil import 
dependence. 

                                 -                 

                                         । 

 The push for ethanol and biofuels is a step 
in this direction. 

       औ        ध                इ           ए  

      । 

 Smoothening their adoption should continue 
to be a policy priority in the near term. 

इ                                     ट         

                             ए। 

 That said, India‘s dependence on imported 
oil remains vast and growing, with the economy 
expanding by 6%–8% every year. 

                                           ध  

औ            ,                     6%–8%    

               । 

 Therefore, measures such as ethanol or 
biofuel-blending are only likely to be of marginal 
strategic significance. 

इ   ए                 ध            उ         

                                    । 

 The policies on importing oil need to 
become more long-term oriented and robust in the 
face of external pressure. 

                                                     

       घ       औ              आ      । 

 The crisis in West Asia has shown India just how important supplies from Russia are, at a 
time when New Delhi had been cutting Russian oil imports due to American pressure. 
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                                                              ,                      

                                         । 

 In the past, the government had given in to U.S. pressure over Iranian and Venezuelan oil. 

                   औ                                               आग             । 

 The U.S. is now encouraging India to import Russian oil again to steady global markets. 

                                                     ए                              

                । 

 The U.S.‘s 50% tariffs were hard to bear, but India knew that the U.S. Supreme Court was 
deliberating on the issue, and, so, could have waited a month for its order. 

           50%                 ,                                             इ  

                         औ  इ   ए                                              । 

 As things stand, India may no longer receive a discount for Russian oil, it has squandered 
Moscow‘s trust, respect from the U.S. is diminishing, and a trade deal remains distant. 

                                                          , उ                          

  ,                             , औ                            । 

 Government officials have made anonymous statements saying that fuel prices will not be 
hiked in response to higher oil prices. 

                                       ए                                         ध           

                । 

 This is as much a political necessity as a moral one. 

   उ                                               । 

 After all, fuel prices were not cut over the last two and a half years even when oil prices 
were comfortably low. 

आ                                                         ध                घ       । 

 The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), providing LPG connections to households, 
has also laid bare how policy does not anticipate crises. 

 ध                 ,    घ                                ,          उ  ग             

                                        । 

 Households have benefited from the PMUY, but the resultant increase in LPG demand — 
without a commensurate increase in stable supplies and reserves — has meant that 
restaurants and hotels are now suffering amid shortages. 

                      घ                  ,                                                

औ                                              औ                                   । 

 Finally, the policy of the government to so far communicate only through off-record briefings 
and occasional tweets has meant panic over fuel availability has spread faster than 
warranted. 

                                             औ     -                                 

               ध                 घ                                गई   । 

 Tuesday‘s inter-ministerial press conference came days late and no questions were 
taken. 

  ग        आ          -                                  ई औ  इ                      । 

 Clear, accountable communication was needed, yet missing. 

   औ                   आ        ,                     । 

 The government‘s crisis communication needs more work. 

                             औ    ध               । 
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12Mar. Holding up half the sky on India‘s farms 

                  ध                     

 As we celebrated Women‘s Day on March 8, this year we also celebrated the International 
Year of the Woman Farmer, announced by the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization. 

        8                         , उ                      औ                  घ     

                                       ग  । 

 It was an opportunity to recognise the contribution of working women to India‘s 
agricultural economy. 

                                        ओ                                 । 

 As official statistics do not give a complete picture of the scale of participation, type of 
work, and economic contribution of women, it is field data that we must turn to. 

        ध                                     ,              औ                  

                       , इ   ए                                      । 

 It tells us that while women‘s labour is central to crop and livestock production, the 
remuneration to women workers is extremely low and stagnating. 

       आ                     औ                        ओ                              , 

                                                 औ        । 
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Counting women workers 

                     

 First and foremost, we lack accurate information on how many women are actually engaged 
in agriculture, livestock rearing, fisheries and other allied activities. 

         ,                         ए                                               ए  

    ,        ,         औ                 ध              । 

 Large-scale labour force surveys such as the Periodic Labour Force Survey are unable to 
capture women workers accurately. 

                         ,         ध             ,                                     

       । 

 This is because in a largely informal agrarian economy, women‘s work is often home- or 
farm-based, unpaid, seasonal, intermittent, and intermingled with care work. 

    इ   ए          ए                                                             घ  

        ध    ,          ,      ,       औ                                  । 

 For example, a woman respondent may not report herself as a ―worker‖ if her day involves 
child care interspersed with animal rearing. 

उ           ए                                      औ                                    

             ―    ‖                       । 

 What official labour force surveys tell us is that women‘s work participation in rural India 
has risen sharply in recent years. 

  ध                                                   ओ                              

                 । 

 Among rural girls and women aged 15 years and above, 46.5% were in the workforce in 
2023–24 as compared to 35% in 2011–12. 

15     औ         ध                       औ       ओ        2023–24    46.5%        

      ,      2011–12       35%   । 

 This still remains lower than the rest of the world. 

                                              । 

 According to the International Labour Office, women‘s work participation was in the range 
57%–63% in a majority of countries. 

                                                                 ग      57%–63%          । 

 Hidden behind this statistic showing a rise in rural women workers lies a less happy reality. 

                                        ए                         ई   । 

 The rise is largely in the count of self-employed women, reflecting a lack of wage 
employment opportunities. 

                                     ओ               ,          ध                      

                   । 

 In 2011–12, 60% of rural women workers were classified as self-employed, and the 
proportion rose to 73% in 2023–24. 

2011–12                          60%            ,    2023–24         73%    गई । 

 In the same period, the share of women employed as regular and casual wage workers 
fell. 

उ                  औ                                      घ     । 

 Further, the share of self-employed women working in agriculture rose from 48% to 62%. 

इ                                                           48%         62%    ग  । 

 Of the total number of self-employed workers in agriculture, women comprised almost 
one-half (47.2% in 2023–24). 

                                       ओ                    ध  (2023–24    47.2%)   । 

 Put together, in 2023–24, there were at least 117.6 million women working in agriculture. 

           2023–24             117.6                                      । 

 Of these, 21.7 million were hired workers, 95.1 million were self-employed and 0.8 
million were regular workers. 

इ       21.7                               , 95.1                औ  0.8        

                  । 
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 The estimated male workforce in agriculture was 127.5 million. 

                                  127.5          । 

 The first sector considered is crop production. 

                           ग                     । 

 Official statistics cannot tell us the share of women workers in total labour deployed in 
crop cultivation because gender-disaggregated data on family labour are not collected. 

आ        आ                                 ओ                                  

                    ध                                     । 

 An answer is provided using village-level survey data from the PARI project of the 
Foundation for Agrarian Studies. 

इ    उ                                                 ए गए    -                   

     ग     । 

 From a database of 27 villages, data from Palakurichi and Venmani in Nagapattinam 
district of Tamil Nadu (studied in 2019) and Harveli and Mahatwar in western and 
eastern Uttar Pradesh (studied in 2023) are used. 

27                                                                औ         (2019)     

      औ                          औ         (2023) ग         आ         उ   ग      ग     । 

Women‘s Labour in Agriculture: Evidence from Village-Level Studies 

             ओ       :    -                   

 As a socio-economic classification of households in these villages is available, we focus 
on the peasantry and manual worker households, who constitute the majority. 

इ  ग         घ              -             उ                            औ          

                                  ,             । 

 We have excluded landlord or capitalist farmer households, and those engaged in 
business or salaried employment. 

                                                                          ग              इ  

                     । 

 In the four selected villages, women accounted for about one-third of family labour 
(except the village in western Uttar Pradesh where it was lower). 

                                                        -         (                  

                        )। 

 When family and hired labour are combined, women accounted for the major share in 
Palakurichi (61%) and Venmani (57%) in Tamil Nadu, and about 41% in Mahatwar village 
of eastern Uttar Pradesh. 

             औ                       ग  ,                          (61%) औ         

(57%)                                ,                                          ग ग 41% 

  । 

 These differences arose on account of several factors including crop choice, farming 
systems, and socio-economic composition of households. 

         ई           उ    ए,              ,                  औ                     -

                     । 

 Nevertheless, the key message is that crop cultivation relies heavily on women‘s labour. 

                                         ओ              ध          । 

Livestock Rearing Sector 

            

 The second sector is livestock rearing, one of the fastest growing sectors within 
agriculture, where women constitute the primary workforce. 

                    ,                                                          औ               

             । 

 The village studies show that in family-based livestock rearing, particularly milch cattle 
and poultry, most tasks are performed by women. 
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   -                              ध            ,           ध               औ       ,    

                  ओ                  । 

 If a household owned cattle, inevitably a woman participated in livestock labour, spending 
about 2 hours for every animal reared. 

                                                                                          , 

                 ए  ग ग 2 घ               । 

 At last count, 40 million rural households owned milch animals according to the All India 
Debt and Investment Survey 2018–19. 

            ऋ  औ              2018–19           40                              

  ध                 । 

 This suggests that around 40 million women were engaged in animal rearing. 

इ                       ग ग 40                                   । 

Wage Labour in Agriculture 

                  

 The third sector is wage labour. 

                      । 

 As mechanisation has progressed and aggregate demand for labour in agriculture has 
declined, the demand for women‘s labour has also fallen. 

    -                  औ                         घ  ,     -          ओ                   

    ई। 

 Estimates show that the share of women workers in total casual labour employment in 
crop production ranged from 16% to 71% across the four villages. 

                                                            ओ                    ग      

   16%    71%          । 

 However, it was more than one-third in all villages except the western Uttar Pradesh 
village. 

                                                           -           ध    । 

 In the western Uttar Pradesh village, labour hiring is more complex because of the large-
scale cultivation of sugarcane. 

                                           ट                                                 । 

 These hired women workers belonged not only to manual labour households but also to 
the lower rungs of the peasantry. 

                                                                                   आ   

   । 

Earnings and Wages 

   औ         

 For a workforce of more than 100 million, the question of remuneration is clearly 
important. 

100             ध              ए                               । 

 The key question is the level of explicit or implicit earnings obtained by a woman worker 
in agriculture today. 

                आ                                                              

       । 

 For wage workers, the prevailing wage rate is observable. 

                   ए                                         । 

 At today‘s prices, a woman worker in agriculture earned less than ₹300 a day in all four 
villages. 

                              ग                                             ₹300              

        । 

 The gender gap in wages was higher in regions with overall higher wage levels. 

                     उ                                        ध    । 
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 Women‘s wages ₹290 were less than 50% of male wages in the two villages of Tamil 
Nadu. 

                                           ₹290   ,                        50%            । 

 In the two villages of Uttar Pradesh, women‘s wages were ₹242–₹276, but men‘s wages 
were also lower, and the gender wage gap was narrower. 

                                           ₹242–₹276   ,                                , 

इ   ए                                 । 

 Official statistics reveal a similar story. 

आ        आ                                  । 

 In November 2025, according to the Labour Bureau, the average all-India daily wage for 
agricultural work (sowing/transplanting/weeding) for a woman was ₹384. 

      2025                                (     /     /     )      ए               -     

औ                ₹384   । 

 There were variations across States, with women workers in Kerala receiving the highest 
daily wage (₹646). 

                             औ                                 ध               ₹646 

        । 

 Furthermore, data show that wages corrected for inflation have barely risen over the last 
decade. 

इ           आ                                                                    

                । 

 There are no official data on women‘s earnings in livestock, so estimates were made of 
implicit daily earnings based on annual income from animals and total hours of work. 

                ओ                          ध                        , इ   ए    ओ     

              औ           घ        आ                                ग    ग  । 

 In the two Uttar Pradesh villages, where milch animals were widely held, the implicit 
daily earning was around ₹100. 

                                ध                                      ,                        

     ₹100   । 

 In short, women earned only two-fifths of the prevailing agricultural wage rate for their 
labour in cattle rearing. 

                              ओ                                    -               । 

 Turning to crop production, it is difficult to estimate earnings per worker, as multiple 
family members contribute to production. 

                                                                             

                  । 

 However, in all four study villages, the returns from crop production were low. 

                                                     । 

 Average annual returns were less than ₹16,000 in the eastern Uttar Pradesh village and 
less than ₹24,000 in Palakurichi village of Tamil Nadu. 

औ          आ                           ₹16,000       औ                                

₹24,000         । 

 Even if half the income was apportioned to women, their incomes would still remain 
low. 

           ध            ओ             ,       उ             ध           । 

The picture so far 

              

 It is clear that women now constitute about one-half of the agricultural workforce in India. 

                                            ध                 । 

 The actual number is likely to be higher due to the under-reporting of women‘s work. 

     ओ                                                    ध                    । 

 The majority of rural women workers are self-employed, but only 10% of rural women 
own land, the primary asset for a cultivator. 
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                                   ,            10%            ओ                ,    

                          । 

 Among agricultural labourers, women workers (21.7 million) now exceed the number of 
male workers (19.7 million). 

                              (21.7       )                     (19.7       )         

  । 

 This is a first-time occurrence in post-Independence India. 

                                   आ   । 

 However, wage rates for women remain low in absolute terms, with a large gender wage 
gap. 

            ओ                             औ                              । 

 Women workers hold up half the sky in rural India. 

                                    ध                । 

 The Indian state has failed to correctly record the number of women workers and to 
ensure that they receive decent wages and full labour rights. 

                ओ                               औ  उ                      

  ध                            । 
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12Mar. How the war in West Asia exposes India‘s LPG dependence 

                               LPG                          

 The ongoing conflict in the region has disrupted supplies in the country, forcing price 
hikes and emergency measures 

                घ                          ध            ,                      औ            

            ग              

 The war between the U.S.–Israel and Iran has put stress on India‘s Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas (LPG) supply. 

       –       औ                                                              । 

 India‘s LPG supply was already heavily import dependent and required government 
support. 

        ए      आ                            ध           औ                   

         । 

 Last year, the Central government paid ₹30,000 crore to India‘s three public sector Oil 
Marketing Companies (OMCs). 

                                                                         ₹30,000      

     ग        । 

 These companies are Indian Oil Corporation (IOCL), Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
(BPCL), and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation (HPCL). 

                   ऑ            (IOCL),                         (BPCL) औ           

                   (HPCL)   । 

 The subsidy compensated them for losses incurred while selling cooking gas at low 
prices during high global prices. 

         उ                                                                         

           ए    गई   । 

 With the outbreak of war, India now faces possible disruptions in LPG supplies and 
higher global prices. 

                                                       ध ओ  औ                          

                     । 

 On March 7, domestic LPG prices increased by ₹60 per cylinder. 

7         घ                                  ₹60          ई। 

 Brent crude prices briefly rose to nearly $120 per barrel, crossing $100 per barrel for the 
first time since the 2022 Russia–Ukraine war. 

                         $120                  गई,    2022      –                 

         $100               ध    । 

 On March 9, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas issued a directive to domestic oil 
refining companies. 

9                   औ                        घ                                              । 

 These companies, including petrochemical complexes, were told to maximise LPG 
production. 

इ          ,                                     ,                   ध            

    ग  । 

 The entire LPG output must be supplied exclusively to IOCL, BPCL and HPCL. 

     ए      उ          IOCL, BPCL औ  HPCL                    । 

 Refiners were barred from diverting LPG output for petrochemical production. 

    इ                                                              । 

 The OMCs were instructed to supply LPG only to domestic consumers. 

                                  घ           ओ                              ग  । 

Budgetary and Supply Constraints 

      औ             ध            
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 This directive came just a month after the Union Budget reduced LPG subsidy allocation 
by 27%. 

                                            27%          ए            आ  । 

 The allocation fell from ₹15,121 crore to ₹11,085 crore. 

        ₹15,121         घ    ₹11,085         गई। 

 The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas received ₹30,443 crore for 2026–27. 

          औ                        2026–27        ₹30,443      आ   ट    ए गए। 

 India produces only about 40% of its LPG requirement domestically. 

                                     40% घ                        । 

 The remaining 60% is imported, largely from the West Asian region. 

     60%                  ,                            आ     । 

Increase in LPG Use in India 

                             

 India‘s LPG consumption has increased significantly as households switch to clean 
cooking fuel. 

             ध                                               ई   । 

 Between 2015 and July 2025, the number of active domestic LPG consumers increased 
from 1,486 lakh to 3,305 lakh. 

2015          2025             घ                  ओ          1,486             

3,305        गई। 

 This represents an increase of over 120% in a decade. 

             120%      ध                । 

 According to the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC), LPG coverage has 
reached nearly 100% households. 

                                  (PPAC)           ए                 100%          

              । 

 This was up from 62% in 2016 when the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana was launched. 

   2016     ध                                     62%   । 

 The International Energy Agency (IEA) noted that clean cooking programmes have led to 
LPG imports rising nearly threefold in a decade. 

                      (IEA)                                                            

                           । 

 India‘s LPG imports rose from 16.48 million metric tonnes (MMT) in 2020–21 to over 18 
MMT in 2025–26. 

        ए      आ    2020–21    16.48                          2025–26    18 MMT    

  ध     ग  । 

Dependence on West Asian Suppliers 

                      

 India‘s LPG imports are heavily concentrated in a few countries in West Asia. 

        ए      आ                                             । 

 In 2025, Qatar supplied about 34% of India‘s LPG imports. 

2025                        34%                         । 

 This made Qatar India‘s largest LPG supplier. 

इ                                              ग  । 

 The United Arab Emirates supplied about 26%, and Kuwait about 8.3%. 

                         26% औ                8.3%          । 

 In 2020, nearly 37% of India‘s LPG imports came from Qatar. 

2020                 37%                         । 

 The Strait of Hormuz, located between Iran and Oman, is one of the world‘s most critical 
energy shipping routes. 
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     औ  ओ                                                                      

        । 

 A large share of global oil and gas shipments passes through this narrow waterway. 

          औ                                                       । 

 Since the closure of the Strait of Hormuz on March 1, LPG imports have been 
significantly affected. 

1                                           ए      आ                । 

Rise in LNG Imports 

                    

 India‘s Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) imports have also been increasing. 

                            (LNG)                  । 

 In 2024–25, LNG imports reached 27 MMT, the highest on record. 

2024–25    LNG      27 MMT         ,                    ध       । 

 This is double the 13.5 MMT imported in 2011–12. 

   2011–12           13.5 MMT                  । 

 About half of India‘s LNG imports come from Qatar. 

              ध  LNG                   । 

 LNG is used in fertilizer plants, electricity generation, gas pipelines, vehicles and 
commercial kitchens. 

LNG    उ   ग              ,            ,               ,        औ              घ       

       । 

 Like LPG, LNG is also largely sourced from West Asian suppliers affected by the 
conflict. 

ए             LNG                                ओ           ,             घ      

         । 

 

Three major crude oil benchmarks dominate the world: 

• Brent Crude – Global benchmark used for Europe, Africa, and Asia 
 • West Texas Intermediate (WTI) – Benchmark used mainly in the United States 
 • Dubai/Oman crude – Benchmark used in Middle East and Asian markets 

 

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)  

 LPG is a flammable hydrocarbon gas mixture primarily composed of propane (C₃H₈) and 
butane (C₄H₁₀).  

 It is widely used as a domestic cooking fuel, industrial fuel, and automobile fuel. 

 Under normal atmospheric conditions, LPG exists in gaseous form.  

 However, when it is subjected to moderate pressure or low temperature, it becomes liquid, 
which allows it to be easily stored and transported in cylinders. 

 LPG is considered a cleaner fossil fuel compared to coal and traditional biomass fuels like 
firewood or dung cakes. 

 Sometimes small quantities of other hydrocarbons such as propylene and butylene may 
also be present. 

 These gases belong to the alkane family of hydrocarbons, which are compounds made of 
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carbon and hydrogen atoms. 

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)  

 LNG is natural gas that has been cooled to a liquid state at extremely low temperatures 
(about −162°C). At this temperature, natural gas condenses into a liquid form. 

 The liquefaction process reduces the volume of natural gas by nearly 600 times, which 
makes it easier and more economical to store and transport over long distances. 

 Natural gas in LNG is composed mainly of methane (CH₄), with small quantities of other 
hydrocarbons such as ethane, propane, and nitrogen. 

 LNG plays a significant role in the global energy system because it enables natural gas to 
be transported to regions where pipelines are not available. 
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12Mar. A revision of GDP and its implications 

 GDP        ध  औ            

 The revised GDP series with 2022-23 as the base year shows a reduction in the absolute 
size of GDP and some changes in the production structure of the economy 

 2022-23     ध                      गई      ध  GDP           GDP                    

औ                                             ई         

 while the correction in GDP size appears welcome, it remains unclear whether the 
revision addresses the red flags raised about the 2011-12 series 
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         GDP              ध                       ,                              

    ध  2011-12                   उ  ए गए         (red flags)                            

 Annual Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the sum of the final value of all goods and 
services produced during a year, net of material inputs. 

           घ          (GDP) ए                             ओ  औ      ओ               

              ,                              घ           । 

 GDP is the most widely used measure of a country‘s economic size. 

GDP                                                                         । 

 GDP, or the economy‘s Gross Value Added (GVA), is estimated using a wide range of data 
on physical outputs and prices. 

GDP                        ध   (GVA)             औ                      ध  

                आ                            । 

 This estimation involves numerous statistical procedures. 

इ                                 ध                 । 

 The estimates broadly follow the United Nations System of National Accounts (UNSNA) 
global framework. 

                                               (UNSNA)                               । 

 The latest revision, with base year 2022–23, follows the 2025 edition of UNSNA. 

           ध ,        ध       2022–23   , UNSNA    2025                        । 

Revision of Base Year in National Accounts 

                 ध              ध  

 Roughly every five to ten years, the base year for National Accounts Statistics (NAS) is 
revised. 

 ग ग                     ,                        (NAS)     ध            ध              । 

 This revision includes GDP estimates and other aggregates such as national savings, 
consumption, and investment. 

इ            GDP        औ                            ,       औ                     । 

 The revision reflects changes in production patterns and prices in the economy. 

                                  औ                                     । 

 As an economy grows, the mix of goods and services produced and their prices change. 

    -                    ,           ओ  औ      ओ                                 । 

 These changes affect the real size of the economy, excluding the effect of price rise. 

                                                                     । 

 Revising NAS is therefore a complex and large statistical exercise. 

इ   ए NAS                   औ                        । 

 This task is undertaken periodically by the National Statistical Office (NSO) in every 
country. 

                                           (NSO)         -                   । 

The Awaited Revision of NAS 

NAS                 ध  

 The release of the revised NAS this time was eagerly awaited because it came after 11 
years. 

इ              NAS          11                            ध           । 

 The previous revision with base year 2011–12 was released in 2015. 

              ध       2011–12        2015                    । 

 That revision prompted many data users and independent analysts to question the 
credibility of GDP estimates. 

उ                 ई               ओ  औ                   GDP                       

            । 
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 In sectors such as manufacturing, the annual growth rates in the 2011–12 series were 
higher than earlier estimates. 

                       2011–12                                                ध    । 

 In some cases, the direction of change itself was different compared with earlier 
estimates. 

                                                           । 

 The economic structure reported in the 2011–12 series also appeared very different from 
earlier structures. 

2011–12                                                               ग     ई   । 

 For instance, the size of the non-financial private corporate sector (PCS) was estimated to 
be much larger than earlier estimates. 

उ           ए    -                       (PCS)    आ                               ध  

      ग  । 

 Many experts have argued that the official GDP growth rates based on the 2011–12 series 
were overestimated during the past decade. 

 ई                         2011–12            ध       ध      GDP                   

     ध             । 

 More recently, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) reviewed the quality of economic 
statistics of its member countries. 

                              (IMF)                                                      

  । 

 In that review, India received a ‗C‘ grade for the quality of its National Accounts 
Statistics. 

उ                                                                ‗C‘         । 

 This rating caused considerable embarrassment for the country. 

      ट ग          ए                         । 

 Against this backdrop, the recently released GDP series with base year 2022–23 gained 
considerable significance. 

इ                             ध       2022–23      GDP                             । 

 The discussion focuses on changes in GDP estimates from the production side. 

                    GDP                                     । 

 A similar discussion on consumption (expenditure) and prices will be addressed 
separately. 

      (  ) औ                   ग         एग । 

 Two kinds of comparisons at current prices are reported. 

                                          गई   । 

 First, the annual percentage change between the latest estimates (2022–23 series) and 
the previous estimates based on the 2011–12 series for the overlapping years 2022–23 
and 2023–24. 

    , 2022–23                         औ  2011–12                                       

             ,    2022–23 औ  2023–24                    ए   । 

 Second, the changes in the GDP shares of principal sectors between the two series for 
the same years. 

     ,                            ओ                       GDP                    । 

Key Findings 

          

 The revised estimates show that the absolute size of GDP has shrunk by about 3–4% in 
the new series compared with the earlier one. 

                                        GDP                     3–4% घ        । 

 However, the annual growth rates in the new and old series are not very different, 
generally within ±1 percentage point. 

           औ                                           ध              ,            ±1 

                    । 
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 The production structure of the economy has changed somewhat. 

                                        ए   । 

 The GDP shares of agriculture and industry (secondary sector) have increased. 

     औ       (          )    GDP                । 

 The share of the services sector has declined. 

                     घ       । 

 Within industry, the share of manufacturing increased slightly to 14.7%, compared with 
14.3% earlier. 

उ  ग                                       14.7%    गई   ,         14.3%   । 

 At the same time, the absolute size of the manufacturing sector has declined by about 
1.5–1.6% compared with the previous series. 

                                        1.5–1.6% घ        । 

 Although marginal, this decline is significant because manufacturing was central to 
debates during the previous revision. 

                        ,                 ध                                           , 

इ   ए              । 

Changes in Institutional Classification of GDP 

GDP                             

 The share of the non-financial private corporate sector (PCS) has declined. 

   -                       (PCS)                    आई   । 

 It fell from 35.4% in the earlier series to 33.9% in the new series for 2022–23. 

                  35.4%    घ    2022–23    33.9%    गई। 

 The decline is even sharper for 2023–24, with a gap of 3.4 percentage points. 

2023–24              औ    ध    ,      3.4                        ग  । 

 This change is significant because the size of the PCS in GDP had been widely debated 
after the previous revision. 

                            GDP    PCS                   ध                     

           । 

 The share of the household or informal sector in the economy has increased slightly. 

           घ                                               ई   । 

 It increased by 0.7 percentage points in 2022–23 and 2.7 percentage points in 2023–24. 

   2022–23    0.7           औ  2023–24    2.7                 । 

 This increase is mainly attributed to agriculture. 

                                ई   । 

Interpreting the Changes 

                  

 In principle, rebasing the National Accounts Statistics (NAS) should not change the 
absolute GDP size at current prices. 

                                (NAS)     ध                                 GDP    

                            । 

 This is because the underlying economy being measured remains the same. 

                                                  । 

 Typically, revisions could increase GDP size, as better datasets and methods capture new 
or previously unrecorded activities. 

आ                  GDP                   ,               ट  औ                           

            ध                    । 

 Therefore, the reduction in the absolute GDP size in the new series appears surprising. 

इ   ए              GDP                                      । 

 However, given the widely held belief that earlier GDP growth rates were overestimated, 
this reduction may represent a correction. 
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                                GDP           ध            , इ   ए             ध      

                । 

 Even a small correction can change our understanding of the economy‘s performance. 

                  ध                                                  । 

 For example, with a lower GDP size, the goal of achieving a five-trillion-dollar economy, 
announced by the Prime Minister in 2019, may be delayed. 

उ           ए GDP                 2019    घ                                     

   औ                         । 

 While the correction in economic size is welcome, it remains unclear whether all issues 
raised about the 2011–12 series have been addressed. 

                        ध              ,                        2011–12                

               ध                । 

 It is also uncertain whether the latest revision addresses the concerns raised by the IMF. 

                    IMF                   ओ        ध          ध                  । 

 From the available information, the changes appear to partially address earlier concerns. 

उ                                                                      ध         । 

 However, differences in growth rates could also arise from methodological changes, new 
datasets, or updated statistical ratios. 

                                   ,                                                   

       । 

 Therefore, a detailed release of methodological information about the revision is required 
for a complete assessment of the new GDP series. 

इ   ए    GDP                                        ध                            

                 । 
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12Mar.LPG output rises 25% 
since issue of supply 
maintenance orders 

                             

       LPG       25%     

 Consumers urged to refrain 
from panic booking; the 
government working to expand the 
coverage of delivery authentication 
code systems to address diversion. 

 उ           घ                       

       ;               

ऑ                               

                            ट      

             । 

 India‘s production of 
liquified petroleum gas (LPG) has 
increased 25% since the 
government instituted the supply 
maintenance order on March 8, 
Sujata Sharma, Joint Secretary at 
the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas (MoPNG) told reporters 
at an inter-ministerial briefing here 
on Wednesday. 

                               

(LPG)       8                    

                    ग              

   25%    ग     ,               औ  

                   (MoPNG)    

                                    

    -                                । 

 ―It is because of these 
measures [that is, supply 
maintenance orders], India‘s 
domestic LPG production has 
increased by 25% and all this 
domestic LPG is being directed to 
household consumers,‖ she stated. 

 उ         , ―इ           [           

            ]                 घ     

LPG       25%        औ          

घ     LPG घ           ओ             

      ।‖ 

 Further, addressing the 
aspect of hoarding, she observed, ―Feedback suggests some panic booking and hoarding 
has been triggered by misinformation.‖ 

 आग                            ए उ         , ―                              घ                

औ                                ई   ।‖ 

 The senior official added, ―I would like to inform you of the normal delivery cycle of 
domestic LPG remains [unaffected] at 2.5 days. 

        ध           , ―             ग     घ     LPG                     ध        2.5     

     । 
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 Therefore, there is no need for customers to rush for book cylinders, there is no need for 
panic booking.‖ 

 इ   ए                              ए                                 औ  घ         

                  आ             ।‖ 

 Ms. Sharma also told reporters that the government was working to expand the coverage of 
the delivery authentication code (DAC) system to 90% of domestic consumers to address 
issues relating to diversion at the distributor level. 

                                             ऑ             (DAC)                      

90% घ           ओ                                                                     

                       । 

 Concerns over a supply gauntlet in cooking gas emanated following the closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz by Tehran amid escalating tensions in West Asia. 

                         ध                                                                   

        ऑ                       । 

Essential to note 

              

 According to government data, India imports 60% of its LPG requirements of which 90% 
is routed through the Strait of Hormuz. 

                                           LPG           60%             ,       

   90%      ऑ                    आ     । 

 Further to address black-marketing, C. Senthil Rajan, Joint Secretary at the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting (MIB), who was also present at the press briefing, told 
reporters that the Secretary at the Union Ministry of Home Affairs had held a meeting with 
Chief Secretaries and the Director Generals of Police of all States and Union Territories 
to ―take proactive efforts in preventing hoarding and any black marketing that could be 
going on in States‖. 

                  ट        ए       औ               (MIB)                 .           , 

                 उ       ,                                                   औ            

                     औ                                           औ                      

  ए                      । 

 It was also suggested to institute a State-level spokesperson to ―provide credible 
information to the public‖. 

                                                ग                                   

      । 

Vessels in Persian Gulf 

                      

 Rajesh Kumar Sinha, Special Secretary at the Ministry of Shipping and Waterways, told 
reporters that 28 vessels with Indian flags were operating in the Strait of Hormuz. 

            औ                                                                     

     28           ऑ                             । 

 Of these, 24 are in the Western part of the Strait of Hormuz and 4 in the Eastern part of the 
Strait. 

 इ       24           ऑ                         औ  4                    । 

 The vessels on the Western part of the Strait have 677 Indian seafarers on board, whilst 
101 were onboard vessels in the Eastern part. 

                                         677                     ,                  

          101         । 

 ―We are actively monitoring the vessels for their security and safety,‖ Mr. Sinha informed. 

 ―                   औ                     ए  ग                      ,‖                 । 
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12Mar. ‗Investment rule tweaks will benefit electronics, 
rare earths‘ 

 ‗                                   औ                   

        ‘ 

 The easing of rules related to investment from countries sharing 
a land border with India will help in the manufacture of capital goods, 
electronic capital goods, electronic components, polysilicon and 
ingot wafers, advanced battery components, rare earth permanent 
magnets, and rare earths themselves, Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) Secretary Amardeep Singh Bhatia 
said here on Wednesday. 

                                               आ                             

                      ,                       ,                    , 

            औ             ,                       ,                  

        औ                                    ग ,             औ         

         ध         (DPIIT)                                              

   । 

 Sector analysts and industry players too have welcomed the 
move, saying it will increase the flow of capital into India, and encourage 
foreign companies to enter into joint ventures here. 

               औ                           इ           ग          औ  

          इ                             ग  औ                                

    (          )           ए            ग । 

 Industry bodies and investment analysts too have welcomed 
the decision. 

              औ                       इ             ग         । 

 ―For India‘s electronics sector, this policy can help accelerate 
investments and high volume process technologies in electronic 
components, passive devices, connectors, PCB fabrication, 
electronic capital goods, and upstream materials such as polysilicon 
and silicon wafers, which are essential building blocks of the 
electronics manufacturing ecosystem,‖ Ashok Chandak, President of 
the India Electronics and Semiconductor Association said. 

 ―                           ए                           औ          

                                                  ,                

         ,               ,       , PCB         ,                  

      औ                                                 ,    

                                 आ                 ,‖        

                                                             

   । 
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12Mar. Why is India staring at the LPG deficit? 

      LPG                              ? 
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 In day-to-day life in India, data suggest while the nation opted for a dramatic surge in LPG 
use, especially among poor households, driven by imports, there was no plan to boost 
long-term, strategic LPG reserves in parallel. 

                      , आ                        LPG                               ,         

                ,                          ,       इ          घ               LPG       

                           ई गई। 

 With more than 85% of all of India‘s imports having to cross Strait of Hormuz to reach the 
nation‘s shores and limited back-up storage, the disruption hit quickly unlike in the case of 
auto fuels where strategic reserves of crude oil and products are equal to two months of 
consumption. 

         85%      ध                             ए      ऑ            ग              औ  

         -                  आ                               ,      ऑ     ध              

        औ                           ग ग                            । 

 The Indian LPG system is designed for operational flow, not stockpiling. 

        LPG                              ए       ग     ,                  ए। 

 And there are no concrete proposals currently to increase large underground storage 
either. 

 औ                                         ए                        । 

 The International Energy Agency (IEA) has flagged the lack of such storage as an 
infrastructural weakness in India. 

                       (IEA)                                                                

  । 

Surge in domestic gas 

 घ                 

 IEA figures show India‘s LPG imports increased threefold from 2011-12 to 2024-25 to 
some 20 million tonnes. 

 IEA                               LPG      2011-12    2024-25                      

 ग ग 20              ग  । 

 Imports constitute some 60% of India‘s needs. 

                  आ          ग ग 60%             । 

 India‘s import dependency has increased from 47% in 2015 to the current levels. 

                      2015    47%                           गई   । 

 In FY26, imports had crossed 18 million tonnes till January. 

         2026                  18                             । 

 India‘s total LPG consumption a month is some 3 million tonnes making it the second-
largest consumer of LPG in the world. 

                   LPG      ग ग 3             ,                                   

LPG               । 

 But, the total storage capacity can feed less than half of that monthly requirement and 
almost all of it in tanks at import terminals such as Ennore. 

                       उ                   ध                              औ  

इ                                                       । 

 In terms of long-term storage, India has two underground caverns for LPG – Mangaluru 
and Visakhapatnam with a total storage capacity of 1.4 lakh tonne. 

   घ                                      LPG                         –        औ  

                                    1.4          । 

 While Visakhapatnam storage was commissioned in 2007, only one has been 
commissioned since the ramping up of LPG consumption started – Mangaluru with 
80,000 metric tonne or just a day‘s consumption. 

                           2007             ग     ,      LPG                      ए   ई 

                      ई            80,000             ,                                

  । 
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 The total underground storage amounts to 1.4 lakh tonne or less than two days of 
consumption. 

                   1.4                                                । 

 India‘s daily LPG consumption stands at some 80,000 tonne with more than 85% going to 
households. 

               LPG      ग ग 80,000                85%      ध  घ                    । 

 The country has 33 crore domestic LPG connections out of which some 10 crore were 
added since 2017 through the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY). 

        33      घ     LPG                    ग ग 10      2017         ध            

      (PMUY)                 गए। 

 The PMUY scheme sought to offer clean cooking gas to poor people, freeing women from 
the drudgery of firewood-based chulhas, cow-dung and kerosene stoves. 

 PMUY          उ                                       उ                   

     ओ                  ,      औ                             । 

 The scheme gave deposit-free LPG connections to adult women from poor households 
and subsidised the purchase as well. 

 इ                                         ओ                      LPG         ए गए 

औ                           गई। 

 The surge in Indian LPG consumption as well as import dependency is attributed to this 
scheme. 

         LPG             औ                           इ                        । 

 The MoPNG, in its demand for grants in 2025 in Parliament, said there were no plans for 
constructing additional caverns, besides the two. 

           औ                     (MoPNG)    2025                                        

इ                                                      । 

 The Mangaluru cavern became operational in 2025. 

                    2025                 । 

 India signed an LPG import agreement with the U.S. in February for 2.2 million tonne per 
year but the U.S. cargoes take some 45 days to reach India unlike the Persian Gulf 
cargoes. 

                                 LPG                            2.2               

    आ        ग ,                                       ग ग 45      ग                   

                                   । 

Underground caverns 

               

 Europe can store roughly 25% of total annual gas consumption, says Christoph Halser, 
Senior Analyst, Gas & LNG Research, Rystad Energy. 

                                     25%                   ,               ,        

                            । 

 ―Unlike for oil, where a mandate for 90 days emergency stock equivalent exists, 
European countries do not have a strategic government-controlled gas reserve and are 
not required to go by the EU. 

 ―             ,      90                                        ध     ,                      

                                             औ     EU                             । 

 The EU imposed storage filling targets for public storage facilities first in 2022, following 
the outbreak of war in Ukraine. 

           घ (EU)                     2022                                 ध ओ       ए 

                       ए। 

 These mandate member countries to reach 90% filling levels before the winter, with 
exceptions for market disruptions and technical constraints.‖ 

 इ                                             90%                            ,         

        ध   औ           ध ओ       ए         ए गए   ।‖ 
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 India can be broadly divided into three geological zones relevant for such gas storage. 

                             ए broadly                                               । 

 The most proven is the Peninsular Shield—the Archean cratonic basement of granite, 
gneiss and charnockite underlying about 60% of peninsular India. 

                             —         ,      औ                                 

 ध      औ                     60%                   । 

 Both operational LPG gas caverns sit on this rock. 

               LPG            इ          ध            । 

 At Visakhapatnam, the storage cavern lies 162 to 196 metre below ground level in 
Precambrian gneiss, using the hydraulic containment principle. 

                                      162    196                                   औ  

                             उ   ग        । 

 At Mangaluru, the host rock is granitic gneiss, with the floor at 141 metre below mean 
sea level. 

                                     औ  इ                   141             । 

 The engineering is proven. 

                            । 

 The rock is cooperative. 

                         । 

 The second zone is the Deccan Traps—the vast basaltic plateau covering some 5,00,000 
square kilometers of western and central India. 

                       —         औ              ग ग 5,00,000                      

               । 

 For storage purposes, the traps present challenges. 

                    ए                                   । 

 Engineers India Limited, designing a new LPG facility on the west coast, has 
encountered difficulties. 

                         ,                   LPG     ध      इ           ,                 

                 । 

 The third zone is the salt formations of Rajasthan‘s Bikaner–Barmer belt. 

                            –                             । 

 These halite deposits can be used as cavern storage. 

 इ            ओ     उ   ग                                     । 

Cheaper, faster 

     औ      

 Salt caverns are cheaper and faster to construct, naturally impermeable, and capable of 
rapid injection and withdrawal. 

                             औ             ,                              औ          

         औ                        । 

 A refinery is under construction at Barmer and crude pipelines traverse the region. 

           ए                  ध      औ                       इ         ग        । 

 EIL has signed a partnership pact with Germany‘s DEEP for salt cavern know-how. 

 EIL             DEEP                                  ए                        । 

 A fourth option—depleted gas reservoirs in the Krishna–Godavari, Cambay and Mumbai 
offshore basins — is under study. 

          —    –       ,      औ                                                 —     

         ध     । 
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12Mar. Delays in 
Starship risk NASA‘s 
moon landing plan 

                  

NASA                 

              

 SpaceX‘s Starship 
has accumulated at least 
two years of 
development delays 
since NASA picked the 
rocket as an astronaut 
moon lander in 2021, and 
is expected to require 
more time to clear 
remaining hurdles before 
landing on the moon, 
NASA‘s inspector general 
said on Tuesday as the 
agency studies plans to 
speed up the programme. 

                   

2021                  

                           

                             

                   

                      औ  

         उ                 

                           ए 

औ       ग                , 

                         

              ,    ए     

                      

                       

  । 

 NASA has been 
working with an array of 
companies, most 
prominently Elon Musk‘s 
SpaceX and Jeff Bezos‘ 
Blue Origin, in its 
multibillion-dollar 
Artemis programme to 
kickstart routine astronaut 

missions to the moon, pressed to do so before China sends its own 
crews to the lunar surface by around 2030. 

            -                                  ई                              ,       
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                           औ                  ओ              ,               

                                आ            औ          2030                        

                                          । 

 But mounting delays in SpaceX‘s development of Starship — tapped as the programme‘s 
first lander to deliver NASA astronauts to the moon — have gradually pushed back what 
was originally a 2024 target moon landing, though officials at the time treated 2024 with 
scepticism. 

                                              —                                       

     ग      —        -     2024                                      ,         उ      

        2024                        । 

 Among the most challenging steps in Starship‘s path to become an astronaut-rated lunar 
lander, Tuesday‘s report said, is the rocket‘s requirement to refuel itself in space before 
journeying the rest of the way to the moon, a risky and delicate process never attempted at 
such a scale. 

                                                                                             

      ए                  ध         ,                           ग                एग  औ     

                                 इ                                     ग  । 

 For one Starship to land a crew of astronauts on the moon, SpaceX will first need to launch 
more than 11 other Starships into the earth‘s orbit that will act as refueling tankers. 

ए                                                           ए    ए                  

       11      ध                           ग       ध                        ग । 

 One of these Starships will be a propellant storage depot requiring more than 10 
Starships to fill with enough fuel that will be transferred to the Starship that will land on the 
moon. 

इ       ए           ध                              ग ,            ई                 ए 10    

  ध            आ        ग  औ     ई           उ                             एग     

               । 

 Taller than a 15-storey building, Starship is fuelled by roughly 1,200 tonnes of liquid 
methane and liquid oxygen, two highly explosive propellants that must be kept at 
cryogenic temperatures below −150 °C. 

 ग ग 15                                    ग ग 1,200              औ      ऑ     

   ई            ,                          औ       −150 °C                        

            आ           । 

 Docking Starships together and carefully transferring super-cooled propellants at least 10 
times in low-earth orbit — a politically and commercially vital region of space with a soaring 
level of satellite traffic — would be among the riskiest challenges. 

                            आ                     10        ध                

                                               ग ,                      औ          

                      औ                                ध    । 

 This challenge comes even for a company that has already made orbital rocket landings 
and astronaut launches to the International Space Station routine. 

          उ             ए                                       औ                         

                         ग ग                   । 

 NASA officials overseeing Starship development ―considers demonstrating cryogenic 
propellant transfer to be one of the most significant technical challenges facing‖ SpaceX, 
the report said. 

    ट                                                     ध                           

  ध                       ए                                               ए    । 

 ―NASA is tracking a top risk that some of the cryogenic technologies and capabilities 
SpaceX is developing will not be adequately mature ahead of a 2028 moon landing,‖ the 
report said. 

    ट         ग                                     ए                            

                 औ         2028                                                    । 

 SpaceX has launched its Starship system 11 times since 2023. 

2023                                   11                  । 
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 NASA Administrator Jared Isaacman had recently reconfigured the Artemis III mission 
into a low-earth orbit test flight in a bid to accelerate the programme by standardising 
rocket configurations and reducing the number of uncrewed test flights required of its 
commercial partners. 

                                            -III                                    

                                               ,                                     

औ            ग            ए आ                                              । 
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12Mar. A seismic decision 

                  

 India needs a holistic, implementable earthquake 
zoning framework 

                औ                                        

 The Centre‘s rollback of the revision to India‘s 
earthquake zoning by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 
follows a major challenge to the methodology used, which 
some engineers believe are out of sync with site-based 
evaluations. 

                                                        

                      ध               उ                

               आ   ,          इ          - ध                

              । 

 Yet, the reversal is driven largely by the massive cost 
and execution implications, as the decision impacts urban 
planning, disaster preparedness and climate resilience. 

                                     औ              ध  

                    ग     ,       इ                    , 

            औ                            । 

 The current earthquake zoning exercise is an 
opportunity to disaster- and climate-proof cityscapes, power 
infrastructure, dams, highways, and homes and offices as 
India undertakes an urban infrastructure expansion. 

                                                        

           ,                 ,    ध  ,        , घ    औ            

                                                         

  । 

 Getting the zoning framework right has, arguably, 
never been more important. 

                                           इ                 

   । 

 At the heart of the debate lies the scientific 
approximation of possible earthquakes and their intensities, 
vis-à-vis the preparedness of the built environment to 
withstand them. 

इ                               औ                        

           उ                 ए                              

     । 
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 Globally, most advanced economies and seismically active regions now use 
Probabilistic Seismic Hazard Assessment (PSHA), a dynamic framework that models 
earthquake risk through probability-based simulations of ground motion. 

                                     औ                                   

 ध                               उ   ग        ,                       - ध     

                                              । 

 Until now, India has primarily used a simpler fixed zoning model. 

                                         उ   ग            । 

 The BIS‘s attempt to move toward this globally accepted framework is, therefore, 
directionally correct. 

इ   ए                                                   ओ                           

                      । 

 However, some structural engineers and policymakers argue that the revisions, which 
were notified in November 2025 and withdrawn on March 3, were too stringent. 

                              औ                                    2025      ध      औ  3 

                              ध         । 

 The proposed framework introduced an entirely new top-risk category, Zone VI, covering 
most of Kashmir, parts of the Himalayan belt, Kutch in Gujarat and the north-east. 

                ए                  ,     VI            ग     ,                 ध     

   ,                        ,              औ                     । 

 Urban planners worry that such zoning could stall developmental and infrastructure 
activity in already economically fragile regions, and potentially push more housing into the 
informal sector, which already accounts for nearly 80% of India‘s homes. 

                                                                                    औ  

               ध                   औ       आ                                     

  ,                         80% घ              । 

 Estimates suggest that a one-zone increase could raise costs by around 20%, and two 
zones by nearly one-third. 

                                               20%              ,                     

     ग         -                   । 

 For major infrastructure such as metro rail systems, dams and power stations, the cost 
implication could be significantly higher. 

               ,    ध औ                                                  ए                

                       । 

 Pushback to the BIS revisions has come from both the private sector and within 
government, including the Ministries of Housing and Urban Affairs, Home Affairs, the 
Central Water Commission and the National Dam Safety Authority. 

                        ध                      औ                       आ   ,            

औ                  ,           ,               औ            ध          ध            । 

 Another layer in this debate is climate. 

इ         ए                              । 

 The construction sector in India is among its largest dispersed sources of carbon 
emissions. 

                                                             ए    । 

 While a revision in the earthquake zoning framework is necessary, it requires wider 
consultation across ministries, regulators and industry stakeholders. 

                                  ध         ,       इ      ए         ,          औ  

        ध                            आ        । 

 Only a holistic and implementable framework can strengthen disaster resilience and 
address climate mitigation, affordability and execution challenges. 

         औ                                                           औ         

   ,                                                           । 
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12Mar. Bill to codify IPS deputation in Central Armed Police Forces may be 
tabled in this session 

                         IPS                                   ध             

               

 The Central Armed Forces (General Administration) Bill is likely to be introduced in the 
Budget Session, a senior government official told The Hindu. 

              (           )   ध                       ए                   , ए       

                                  । 

 The Bill intends to codify the functioning of the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) and is 
in response to a May 23, 2025 Supreme Court ruling which asked the Union Ministry of 
Home A•airs (MHA) to ―progressively reduce‖ the deputation of Indian Police Service (IPS) 
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o•cers up to the rank of Inspector-General in the CAPFs in the next two years. 

      ध                         (CAPF)                             उ            औ     

23    2025                                     ,                        (MHA)     ग          

                                 -                                 (IPS)               

             ―            ‖        ग     । 

 The Bill received the Union Cabinet‘s nod on Tuesday. 

 इ    ध         ग                                     गई। 

 The Hindu reported on February 14 that the MHA was considering ―statutory intervention‖ 
in response to the Supreme Court order which granted Organised Group A Services 
(OGAS) status to the CAPF officers. 

            14                        ट                        (MHA)                       

        ―  ध          ‖                   ,       CAPF   ध           ऑ             

        (OGAS)              ग     । 

 The court asked for a time-bound review of cadre and framing of service rules in six 
months. 

                              औ                             ए                    ग    । 

 The MHA had •led a review petition challenging the judgment, but the Supreme Court 
dismissed it on October 28, 2025, making the ruling •nal. 

            (MHA)                          ए                            ,                     

इ   28       2025                 ,                         ग  । 

Application in SC 

                     

 On March 9, the MHA •led an application in SC seeking modification or extension in 
timeline by one more year. 

 9                    (MHA)                                 ध                        ग   

 ए                । 

 The MHA said that ―the cadre review, which is a comprehensive and multi-layered 
process, requires examination at various levels of the government... and approval of the 
Cabinet.‖ 

                      ―          ,    ए       औ    -             , इ      ए          

                   औ                    आ      ।‖ 

 It added that only after cadre strength is reviewed can the service rules be amended. 

 इ               ग                                                                         

  । 

 


